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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discrect, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all T meet: 

I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.— Pops. 


——0—000—0 
MILITARY OUTRAGES AT OLDHAM, MANCUESTER, 
AND THE VICINITY, 





sO 


Since the fatal proceedings of the 16th of August, the local 
authorities of Manchester and its vicinity have kept no mea- 
sures with the reformers. They have been pnt entirely out of 
the pale of the law. Insults and outrages have been heaped 
uponthem; and the most bratal excesses have been committed, 
—nay even encouraged. All applications for redress have been 
in vain, from the period at which the Oldham Coroner dis- 
missed the jury, to prevent their giving a conscientious verdict, 
until the present day. ‘The courts are only open for the perse- 
cution of reform, and the punishment of the reformers. The 
cry is “ war, even to the knife!” and almost certain ruin 
awaits the entertainment, or utterance of every liberal senti- 
ment. Itis but recently, that the military commandant, at 
Manchester, General Sir James Lyons complimented his men 
** for having soundly thrashed some radicals ;” and as a sti- 
mulus to the heroes of Great Britain to emulate such glorious 


deeds, it is said they arc made drunk, “ by authority,” and 
Vou. IV. No, 17. 
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sentto prowl about the streets to signalize themselves in 
drunken braw!s! 

Sir F. Burdett has been convicted of libel, for the deelara- 
tion that “the reign of blood and terror had commenced,» 
From the intelligence we have recently received, we must con. 
tend, not only that ithas commenced, but that it continues, 
at least inthe vicinity of Manchester, which is now held iy 
military possession, and governed by military law! Miser- 
able and short-sighted politicians are the ministers of the day! 
Wretched calculators are they upon the forbearance of the peo- 
ple. They are ripening discontent into resistance, and forming 
rebellion out of the desire of reform :—like foolish physicians— 

Who when smal humours gather lo a gout, 
Fondly imagine they have driver them out, 


A gentleman of the Manchester Observer office, walking to 


Oldham, as he passed the New Cross at Mancheste 
é6 


r, ‘saw 
two dragoons Wantouly firing their pistols in the open street, 


and spreading terror amon ng t the people. 


« Javiny reloaded 


their pistols, they rode oif on the road to Oldham, and over- 
taking the gentleman about two miles and a half from that 
§ place, one of them levelled a pistol at him, and fred at him, 


cet 


«6 


“ without the slightest provocation being given to, or notice 
“ taken of them! ‘The same ruffian was afterwards observed 
“ to draw his swerd on anether person whom he met on horse- 
“ back.” It is true that these fellows were “ beastly drunk,” 
as the accounts say; and it is so far creditable to the regular 
troops, that they must he made drunk, before they will de- 
grade themselves by this brutality towards their fellow-citizens 5 
but it is not quite so creditable in those, who can intoxicate 
them for such purposes; or who can overlook such intoxication 
ifitleads only to the “ thrashing of the radicals ?” which is 
an object of commendation with General Sir J. Lyens, We 
expect, however, that these drunken loyalists will protest 
against an interference with their particular and hononrable 
privileges by the /eyal barbers, and pensioned constables! ‘The 


yeomanry may plead their equal privilege, on account of the 
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z’ortous example of outrage and slaughter set by them on the 
16th of August last; but minor heroes ought not to be indulged 
in such glorious revenge! / Yet a barber, a mere barber, 
brimful of loyalty, derived no doubt from feeding on the loyal 
beards he had been in the habit of reaping from the chins of 





swearing Hulton, or Hay, and the rest of the magi- 
strates who wouid veither swear, nor lic at York, sallied forth, 
inthe “undebauched loyalty” of his heart,on Tuesday the 24th 
ult. at what hour the historian hath not recorded, to insult a 
radical at his own residence. Fortunately for the radical he 
was not inthe way; but some young girls were in the shop, of 
whom the éoya?l shaver enquired whether their master was at 
home. Being answered in the negative, and assured that he 
was not near, the loyal barber felt his courage rise, and he 
forthwith drew hisdather brush, and right manfally thrusting it 
into the mouth of one of tue young lasses, said ‘ this is the way 
i would serve all radicals!” If he had used his razor it: might 
Have been with equal impunity; for the Spanish aud Manchies- 
ter loyalists think it no disgrace for loyal men to shed the blood 
of women! ; 

Birch, the Stockport constable, who has received a pension 
of a hundred a year for being shot at, or some one of the same 
name, has immortalized himself by an exploit against a radical 
bua-seller, for which we are iaformed nothing less than knight. 
hood is expected to be his high reward. ‘To give more attrac- 
tion to his sweetmeats, the poor radical had designated them 
‘ Hunt’s buns.” The loyalist was indignant; and io the pure 
“ undebauched loyalty” of ins heart, he repeated the sedéticus 
outery, by proceeding to kick the poor man, aud throw his 
properiy absul the street. Not content with this proof of his 
devotion to church and state, he struck and pushed the poor 
maa about with his loyal “ bludgeon,” and most loyally maimed 
lis viclim, with bruises that Cisabled him from pursuing his 
freasonable calling for severa! days. ‘The loyalist was sum- 
moned beioie a magistrate; and when the charge was sabstan- 


tiated by three respectable witnesses, lie put iu the doya? and 








testy THE BLACK DWARF. 


efficacious plea of justification’ The magistrate, however, 
happened to be radical enough not to perceive the difference of 
the law in favour of a loyalist, and he bound Birch over to the 
auarter sessions, But the loyalist was perfectly safe in the 
hands of a Cheshire grand jury, which, after two days delibera- 
tion, threw out the bill. If the regulars and yeomanry thus 
suiler their province to be invaded, they will shortly be outdone 
by loyal barbers, and petty constables, which would tarnish 
for ever the honours of Waterloo ! 

Perhaps, in emulation of the glories of the Yeomanry at 
Peterloo, has been committed the Massacre Or OLDHAM; 
the particulars of which have been carefully kept from the 
public eye, im ail the “ respectable papers” of the metropolis. 
We cannot, however, permit such exploits to sleep unknown, 
and to mouider in the district of its occurrence. As such deeds 
mark the commencement of a new era, they ought to be care- 
fully treasured up in the public memory, that when the publi¢ 
are reproached with the severity of its Justice, Its provocations 
aud its aggravations may be rendered in its justincation, 

The King’s Birth-day has been selected at Oldham, as the 
fittest opportunity of shedding the blood of his subjects. A 
party of soldiers were stationed at the White Horse, in the 
market-place; and they celebrated their monarch’s birth-day 
by turning his citizen subjects out of the house, as uiworthy 
to associate with his military servants. No offence whatever 
had been offered to them; but a soldier ought not io wait for 
provocation, to display bis valour, and his affection to his so- 
vereign. On the following day, there appeared a disposition, 
ou the part of the soldicry, to renew their hostility to the in- 
habitants. About a quarter after six, some privates of the 

85th, quartercd at the Bull’s Head, in George Street, were 
sitting with a party of the town’s-people, im the tap-room. A 
young man named Thomas Whitaker, began a song, during 
which a soldier named Goff, seized his hat, and threw it on 
the fire! Some one exclaimed that “it was a shame that such 
a thing should be done,” ‘This offeuce was auswered by a blow 
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inflicted with a fire shovel on the forehead of a young man who 
had taken no part whatever iv the dispute. This was quite in 
character—innocence is a fit ground for injustice. ‘The out- 
rage thus begun, was carried on in the same spirit by the sol- 
diers. Every thing which could be used as an offensive wea- 
yon was employed by the infuriated wretches, Legs were 
pulled out of the tables to beat the townsmen. One rufhan 
struck a lid over the face several times with a red hot poker / 
The landlord was absent; but his wife was most loyally knock- 
ed down, and suffered severely during the affray. While this 
was going forward, another party of soldiers indiscriminately 
mixed, cavalry and infantry, marched down to George- 
Street, to assist their comrades in the work of slaughter, Those 
within the house, after glutting their malice, threw out their 
victims through the window, where their newly arrived auxilia- 
ries, being fresh to the war, renewed the attack with encreased 
vielence. ‘Ewo foot soldiers of the last party brought their 
muskets with them. ‘The rest had their bayonets, with whiclt 
they attacked the passengers. The variety of instances of atro- 
city would exhaust our pages. A poor old man named 
Armstrong, reterning from his labour, Aad his rizht ear 
ext off. Another, having been most dreadfully ill used, was 
left senseless on the ground, one of the ruthans coolly remark- 
ed, that he was “ killed!” A man named James Wild, with 
his two sons, were knocked down, beaten, and wounded, ina 
shocking manner; one of the sons was cut in the arm so se- 
verely, that it is not expected he will ever recover its use. ‘The 
wife of a corporal, hearing the affray, made her way to the 
spot, and threw herself on her knees before one of the soldiers, 
to induce him to desist. The villain thrust at her with his 
sabre, in answer to her prayers. ‘Lhe czvzl power was totally 
disregarded, and as maltreated as the inhabitants. The pr- 
PUTY CONSTABLE, aud some assistants, who came to take the 
offenders into custody, were Jeaten and driven away. Some 
military officers at length arrived, and the soldiers retired sul: 
lenly and reluctantly to their barracks, 
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We should not be surprised at the appearance of this state- 
ment as an offictal bulletin from the war-ollice ; and subjoined? 
a letter of thanks from the administration, with a list of the 
killed and wounded of the ENEMY, as the reformers are em. 
phatically called. It may not be prudent to make them so, by 
an additional uxasperation. It was said, if not sworn, that 
only one person was wounded in the Manchester slaughter, It 
will probably be sad that mone have been hurt at Oldham. 


We therefore insert the following list of some of those who 
have really suffered :— 


John Seddon, bayonet blow on the head. 


Jonathan Wild, severe cut in the smn, expected utterly to 
bose ee USC | of it. 


Sane wild f Caher tot the two former, dreadfully beaten on 
the liead, 


ohn Winterbottom, two deep cuts on the forehead. 
Joseph Stott, a pensioner, very dangerously cut on the fore- 


ead. 

Jane: Paylor, also a pensioner, severe blow on the head. 

M. rk Whittaker, wounded in the leg. 

Josep} nh Soif, much beaten on the ‘. ick 

James Needham, on aved man, cat in the head. 

Juliaa Marsden, a deep and dangerous wound on the back of 
ihe head. 

Thomas Wild, severely ia the head and face. 


y 


Jonathan Buckley , cut over the leit eve 


ye 


——— Armstrong, an old man, wounded oa the head, and 
one of his ears cnt eff. 

Of the foregoing, Stott and another man, are not capecied to 
SUP VIE. 


This affuir appears quite as atrecicus as the Manchester 
slaughter: and although as little hope can prevail of obtaimng 
either redress for the sufferers, or punishment for the guilty, 


the affair shall not be lushed up. Ao portlamentary enquiry 
wil be refused, Duta parhamentary discussion may be pro- 
cured, This will awaken public feeling, if ti cannot satisfy it; 
aad, with commendable promptitude, th 


e following petition fo 
the legislature, witch will be signed 


by a creat majority ef the 
inhabitants :— 
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TO THE HON. THE COMMONS OF THE UNITED KING- 
DOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND IN 
PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED. 


The petition of the undersigned inhabitants of Oldham, in 
the county of Lancaster, humbly sheweth, 

That vour petitioners appeal to your hon. house for the 
redress of a series of military outrages, to which for some time 
past they have been incessantly exposed from the soldiery now 
quartered amonyst them. 

That your petitioners, always reluctant to intrude upon the 
attention of your hon. house, would net now appeal to your 
high jurisdiction, H the ordinary civil authorities were suth- 
cient to afford them that sure safeguard of their persons against 
unlicensed violence, on the free and perfect enjoyment of which 
rests their ailegiance. 

That on Monday the 24th of April, the day appointed for 
the celebration of this Hine’s birth dav, a party of soldiers, ap- 
parently inflamed with intoxication, without provocation attacked 
several of the townsmen of your petitioners whilst sitting with 
them at a public-house in the Market-place, and with threats, 
torce, and blows, compelled them to leave the house, 


. 


That on the day following, about six o'clock in the evening, 
another party of soldiers whe were quartered at the Bull’s-head 
public-house in Gieorge-street, in this town, commenced a des- 
perate and sanguinary afiay with some of the mhabitants then 
present, by thiusting the hat of a young inen into the fire, 
wherein one of the inilitary held it until it was entirely con- 
suined ; at which wanton act of mischief some surprise having 
been expressed, another soldier seized the fire-shovel, and with 
his utmost violence struck a young man named Jonathan Buck- 
ley over his left eve, thercby inflicting a deep wound, by which 
he is now disabled from feilowing his ordinary occupation. 

That immediately following this most savage assault, the rest 
of the soldiery present began with every weapon they could 
find or make, to beat the remainder of the townsmen; the fur- 
niture of the house was pulled to pieces to provide instruments 
of offence, and one lad, your petitioners have ascertained, has 
yeceived two wornds on his face from the blows of a large 
kitchen poker, then heated red with the fire, from which it had 
been just drawn for that horrible purpose. 

That whilst the party who had commenced the affray were 
thus engaged, another body came down from the barracks, two 
of whoia bore their muskets, and began to ill treat and assault 
every passenger; not one being allowed to pass without either 


being cuit by their sabres or bayonets, or beaten with their 
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bludgeons. In one instance, an old man named Armstron 
returning from his labour had one of his ears cut off, and oh 
Was the malignant furv by which the soldiery were actuated, 
that they were observed by the neighbouring inhabitants who 
dared not for their lives to venture forth to rescue the unhappy 
sufferers, to cease their violence only when their victims seemed 
bereit of sense and life. 

That the Deputy Constable of the town and some assis 
tants, In vain enaeavoured to quell the tumult, from which 
they were driven by the military after enduring severe personal 
assaults. 

That the soldiery throughout the outrage refused to ac- 
knowledge any subjection to the civil power, “and were at last 
only induced to return to their barracks, covered with blood, 
by the command of their officers. 

That later in the evening, when the military patrole, which 
to the great (error, annoyance, and indignation of your peti- 
tioners has been recently employed in is town, was sent out, 
the soldiers renewed their excesses by wantonly breaking the 
windows and attacking the persons of the inhabitants; and 
your petitioners have every reason to apprehend a bight of 
horror would have ensued, had not the commanding officer 
fortunately arrived from Manchester, and ordered the troops 
back to their quarters, 

That your petitioners have ascertained that upwards of 18 
persons have been wounded, some so dangerously that death is 
expected speedily to ensue. 

Your petitioners therefore most earnestly pray your Honour. 
able House, to institute an investigation into this most appalling 
mstance of military ferocity, they being fully convinced that no 
personal safety cau be hereafter enjoyed ia this town, unless 
signal and exemplary punishment be inflicted on the perpetra- 
tors of this dreadiul outrage, and your petitioners further pray, 
that your Honourable Sicane will intercede with his Majesty, 
to procure a diminution of that imuiense standing army, by 
which the lives of his Majesty’s subjects are endangered, and the 
peace of the community disturbed, while the enormous expence 
for its maintenance, adds unnecessarily and most. grievously to 
the intolerable burden of taxation under which your petitioners, 
in common wiih their fellow subjects, groan with impatience. 


And your petitioners as in duty bound, &c. 

The town of Oldham seems selected for the head-quarters of 
the system. It was the place where justice was formerly re- 
fused, and law openly perverted. It is now in absolute milt- 
tary occupation, After dusk, a military pairole takes posses 
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sion of the sfrects. “Phe inhapitants complata of it as euneces- 
sary, and objectionable; and these are yery probably the rea- 
sous Why if is continued. At eight o’clock on the evening al- 


luded to, this military patrole was seat forth; and these guer- 


dians of social order, it is said, began to break the windows, 


und insult the people, who were asseiibled in groups about the 


: en oe ae 
town. These are among the mighty advantaves of a slanding 


army in time of peace. THis impossible to look at this state of 
things, and not to consider that it cannot last. But let those 


fear, who are guilty. 


d jade wince! Our withers are uawrung.”’ 





‘ESV a " meyers ‘ 
CONCLUSION OF THE STATE TRIALS. 
“N f - Pm 75h? Neniek ast 1 } aint ~ - =o 
The sfale trials are conciucdeda; and the resuli is such as mioht 
fave veeo aulicipate G, irom the conauion in whieh the prisoners 
were placed. Five have heen found geéty, 
. ’ . ’ > — ’ , ‘ eb , ¢° . 
withdrawa {heir ped is ol not-< uilly, aiba piedaea SEtiey Or the 
. . . } a ry 2 ‘a - ‘ , F e 
acts charged against them. These, it i 8 supposed, wilt save their 
'. e "ag . . 
fives by t'iis MrOCLe G ng ; scnrvence Of hanging, arur 


“aie 
my, ala quare 
fering, he is howe ver. been pa ssed Upou b tithe 


a < St Ri ox a 
anc Six OLDCrs Have 


ts tiuey have evowed 
their iitention to assassinate the iainisters, all que: - n of that 

point isatanend. Yet there are many who do not yet think the 
pare proved a° rain st ther my 2mountto hich tress Ee 1L linere is 
still more than a suspicion that the secreé history of Ineafiair would 
throw 3 nue h discredit Hyon its contrivers ai ae by vtrons, ¢ os there 
is rule and 2 punistinent he iri upon the heads of its miserable 

Gunes. ifapp , that afe bie mwnaned hdwards, 
who has never been taken up, vi as one of the most active of the 
conspiralors:—one of then ostvigtant i sap ing wp for recruits 
and ihe most ingefatienable i encrceesiag the 


wD 
i'w 
rt 
4 


H 
a. 
i 

» feea rt et 
Pars rom thee Vil 


a 


Will ria! .C-P9r cpar ae 
han Dod wiih his associates : 
and itis with some degree Oo} surprise we learn that he was twadk- 
ing about the Gld Dailey Yard, vile his companions were on their 
trial! N Nay we are iaforn ced, that a magistrate rejased iv issue a 
warrant for his apprehension, when aflidavit: g of his participation in 
the treason were offered tu substantiate the charge against him: 

it would not cerioiniy ciminish the guilt of the parties convicted, 
io prove that they had been led into the offence by a scoundrel. 
Bul it would tend to shew the real character of the plot, which 
we are firmly persuaded did not originate with the Loca who 
are to atone for it with their blood. The Judg ro 0 SUMMIBES Up 
the evidence is reported to have said, that “* the ‘prosecutors 
** might have good reason for not calling Edwards as a witness.” 
This is an ambiguous phrase, and can onl y+ be interpreted against 
ile prosecutors. The object of the prosccuti ion was to establish 

Vou. 1¥V. No. 47, 


tions. This ichow ouent al teast to be 


‘ 


~ 
~ 











586 THE BLACK DWARF. 


the cult of the prisovers. ‘They had therefore “ good reason” ty 
call such witnesses as were best acquainted with it; and Edwards. 
by their own shewing, was chin-deep in the villainy. What 
** eood reason” then could they have for withholding his evidence ? 
Would he have told too much-—would he have shewn that the 
beings, he was pursuing to death were but his agents !—his dupes ! 
The ste ps of the ladder of his preferment! And was it ap- 
preheaded, that indignation at the greater villain” would ing 
fluence the Sury in pity for the Jess? The holding of such an 
cp should have been put to the Jury, as a strorg point 
im favour of the anecused: and not palliated as a matter of 
no moment—of perfect indiflerence—as something which had no 
teudency to illustrat e the question. Mr. Adolphus placed the 
non- production of this evidence as a proof of tle improvement 
of the ministers in these matters, resulting from the disappoint- 
ment of the detection of the spy Castles, when put into the box 
asa witness. It is found safer to examine znformers than spies. 

Another point in the trial of Thistlewood deserves some notice. 
It is always to be regretted that a reseinblauce of unfairness shoutd 
be exercised towards criminals, however guilty. The charges 
against him were supported by the most abandoned evidence ; 
and he received information after the time of examining witnesses 
on his bebalf bad passed by, that there were in Court two persons 
who could depose to the infamy ofthe evidence against him. He 
wished them to be examined, but it wus refused. The time had 
goue by! The Court could not alter its custom. The wisest and 
the est man in the universe might then have beea on his trial ; 
and the witnesses then discovered might alone have beeo necessary 
tu save his life. Yet the custom of the Court would have refused 
to examine them, as it did; and, instead of Thistlewood, the wisest! 
and the best of the creation, night have been sacrificed. The 
Crown prosecutors, with every means, and every information in 
their possession to complete their case, according to the rules of 
Court, might have been properly bound by them; and a neglect on 
their part refused to be amended to the injury of the accused. 
At worst then, a rogue might have escaped; but in the other 
instance an honest man might have been found guilty—a thing 
more to be deplored than the escape of a hundred rogues. Priso- 
ners are entitled, not in courtesy, but in justice, to every indul- 
vence—every assistance—every protection, To say to a person 
accused, * the time is gone by, when your innocence might have 
been proved,” sounds like a mockery of justice, however it may 
hold good ‘nm law. 

We perceive the Judge, in summing up, is anxious to justify 
his conduct in the refusal. ‘The purposes of calling the wit- 
nesses was to impugn the testimony of Dwyer, and no other.’ 
What evidence will be given, the Judge cannot anticipate, and 
should not prejudge. * It could not be allowed, according to 
the ordinary course of proceeding.”” Wou!d the Judge have said 
in plain language, .** that the life of a prisoner ought to be sacri. 
ficed, to preserve the ordinary course of proceeding.” He is made 
to add, ‘* If he had been allowed to do so, it would have been pro- 
ductive of no adv antage.” Thisagain the Judgecould not have fore 
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«sen, and had no business to predetermine. In the condition of 
the prisoners, siut out from intercourse with almost every human 
being, without money, without friends, to talk of ‘‘ the ordinary 
course of proceeding,” is really amusing. 

In the avowal of their determination, the prisoners will neces~ 
sarily louse all commisseration for themselves; but it remains for 
the ministers to satisfy themselves that the reasoning of Thistle- 
wood and his associates will be finally answered by their execution 
us traitors. Avowing his own guilt, Thistlewood contends that 
they are equally guilty—that the slaughter of the unoffending and 
defenceless reformers at Manchester was a crime equally atrocious 
wilh the intention to destroy the most amiable and most revered 
advisers of the Crown.—It is for the ministry to lay their hands 
upon their hearts, and compose their own feelings upon this accu- 
sation. Thistlewood says that when he was urged by the spy 
Edwards to commence the assassination at the fete given by the 
Spanish Ambassador, he refused, because he was aware that ladies 
would be there—and coutrasts this insiance of feeling, for woman, 
at least, with the treatment experienced Dy the women and chit. 
dren at Manchester, 

Ings says, ‘‘he had heard of the Manchester business, ‘ and 
ef the cavalry having got thetr swords sharpened ** to attack the 
people. Hehad never used the sword ‘¢ which he got sharpened.” 
Between the parties we shall pronounce no judgment. The Man- 
chester and the Cato-strect desperadves must settle the matter of 
superior innocence between their consciences and their God. 

To palliate guilt, or to reduce the degree of abhorrence in whieh 
erime should be licid, is not the purpose of our remarks. But it 
must be understood that it is not the poverty, or the jenorance of 
the guilly, that makes guilt more detestable. And we contend 
that the measures pursued by the ministry are calcu'ated to pro- 
duce such enormitics as those for which so many are about to suf- 
ter death. Had justice been as prompt in the Manchester, as in the 
Cato-street affair, the latter might never have occurred. Instead 
of thanking the desperadoes there, had a special commission been in- 
stanily appointed to take account of the blood so unnecessarily, 
and so wantonly spilt :—had the criminal cowards been even repzi- 
manded for their sanguinary rashness:—had they even been ac- 
quitted upon trial, or pardoned upon conviction, the people would 
have been satisfied with the judgment of the law, or the exercise 
of the prerogative. But defended, screened, and palliated by every 
wean device, as it has been ;—its agents thanked, its contrivers 
rewarded ;—and its victims further persecuted, the Manchester 
slaughter has been, and will be, the fertile source of faction and 
more fatal mischiefs. To that source is to be traced the late dis- 
turbances in Scotland, and the agitation which prevails through- 
Out the manufacturing districts, and which is rapidly spreading 
through the agricultural. Wherever the tale of st. Peter’s-field 
is told, there is made some additional malcontents ;—and this 
will be its eonstant effect, unti! it shail be atoned for by some 
judicial assertion of the supremacy of the law, over bayonets, 
sharpened swords, and the mustering of foot and horse, by 
whomsoever ordered, by whomsoeyer approyed. 
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he 





he rea! nature of the plot begins now to be imaciaed. There 
are a considerable number of individuals who are ready to come 
forward, and make af: tavits, that Edwards has beea frequently 


3° ‘ 


endeavourin’, during the fast three or four months, to induce 



































them to uupe seme desperate desigu. Lt is unfortunate that 
Bdwards was not arrested during the trials; aud it is now of the 
utmost importance, that he should beso, He may have made hig 
peace with the aduubistrauion; butifhe have offended the lawsof the 











country, mf is competent for any mun wiro can Serve Lim, to take 
him before a magistyate, who has no discretion but to commit, 
upon ceposition of guilt. That no disposition exists on the part 


ve . 
of the authorities to proceed against him secs evident enouch, 




































oe : = i. oe on « 
from the following coaversation which took place between a Lon- 
don Mavistrate, and some members of the Comimitice for manag- 


write , has akin meameneil 
ing the defence of the prrvies accused. 


Sir Wm. Domville, addressing himself to ore of theapplicants, 
a Mr. Wiitaker, who res:tes in Unton-sireet, Borough, said—What 
3 your applic ion for? 
Mir. Wiiiaker.—Sor a warrant to apprebend © person named 
; 


van S~eme a emer? 
s,oua charce of high treasoa. 





George Eiwars 
Sir, Woe. Dumville—Vhat motive induced you to apply for a 
Warrant ? 
Mr. Whitaker.—-A sense of public duty 


ware 


Sir W. Domville—What proof have you of the guilt of Ed- 
wards? 

Mr. Whitaker.—We havo the depositions of a number of persons, 
eyxmpletely proving that Edwards was the contriver, instiga- 
tor, and most active person concerned in the [ote treasonable con- 
spiracy. 

Sir Wm. Domvitle.— aad the depositions ta the clerk. Mr. 
Payne the Chief Clerk then proceeded to read the documents. 

The deponents were interrogated by the worthy Aldermen, as to 
the truth of the deposition, while they were being read. The 
Aldermea thea reguested the parties to withdraw for a while, that 
they might diseass the propriety of issuing the warrant. Daring 
the absence of the committee and witnesses, the city solicitor was 
sent for, aad his opiniow was taken upon the subject. After some 
time bad clapsed, the pariies were again ordered into the room 
before the Aidermen, 

Sr Wm. Domville said] have consulted the city solicitor, 
and f think it would be impreper for me to interfere in the bu- 
siness. 

One cf the Committee.—The evidences is so strong against Ed- 
wards, that we thought you wonld not hesitate for a moment, to 
apprehend so extraordinary an offeader. 

Sir Vin. Domville.—By the statements produced before me, it 
Noes not appear that any one treasonabie act was committed in the 
City of London, 

One of the Commilttee.—The offender resides in your jurisdic 
tion, at the corner of a court in Fleet-street, and we thought you 
were the most proper anthority to apply to. - 


“ic Win, Dotnyille—The Magistrates of Middlesex have had the 
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whole of the business before them,.and you may apply to them for 
a Warrant. 

One of the Commiitee.—If a warrant was granted by a Middle- 
sex Magistrate, it would have to be backed ‘by a City Magistrate 
hefore it could be executed, and it was thought best to apply to 
a City Magistrate in the first instance. 

City Solicitor.—The Magistrate is of opinion that he should be 
acting without proper authority, if he were to issue a warrant 
against Edwards, 

Mr. Alderman Wood. M. P.—If you will give me copies of 
the statements of the witnesses, I will lay them before Lord Sid- 
mouth. 

One of the Commiittee.—** You shall sir be furnished with copies 
to-morrow morning. The parties had better sign their different 
statements.” 

The parties having put their signatures to the documents read 
before the magisirates, one of the committee requested Sir W. Dom- 
ville, to put the parties upon their oaths as lo the truth of their 
contents. The alderman declined doing so. 

Mr. Alderman Wood said, that if Lord Sidmouth did not issue 
a warrant to apprehend Edwards, that he would bring the business 
before Parliament immediately. 


it seems rather singular, at first, that the magistrate should have 
hesitated to comply with a request, that it might have been 
thought would have been grateful to those authorities which have 
been 60 long, and so loud! ly denouncing treason and traitors! A 
traitor it might have been rig erly sould have been grasped at as 

agerly i in the ¢ ity asafurdde! But, no! All imaginable coolness 
isevineed. The treason was not committed i in the ‘city ! It would 
be much better to go to the magistratcs in Middlesex first! It was 
useless to observe that Kdwards lived | inthe city; but they would 
back the warrant if any body else would sign it! The parties how- 
ever can remedy the evil, if they can find the individual. The 
promptness of Mr. Alder an Wood deserves much praise; and as 
Lord Sidmouth may not like to proceed against that “ moral 
ian,” Edwards, we hope it will be madea suliject of parliamen- 
tary enquiry. 








This event was not brildaatly recorded in the windows of 
the inhabitants of Loudon, Here and there a few dim lamps 
showed their exniring rays; but for eathu asin, “and alt 
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frat,” as boys Woula av, it was iound principal ly the fcllow- 
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Nid Ll nseragcy a tet apt ie i a ° 1 
MAL WOMPier, a iich inmere Was no attei rut made it Lon- 
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=a .O ee ena ’ ¢ ist RIE Oni. t Pac 3] ' ¥ re Fe | bey to take its 
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af r the case was difiercnt. ‘Ehere they would have an ene 
husiastic procession—that they would—and the Yeomanry 
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were ordered to bestride their war horses, as being the best 
calculated to rouse any dormant feeling of affection for theiz 
sabres. “ Advertisements had been placarded in great pletity 
about the town, for some days previous, inviting every one to 
Je merry on the happy occasion, and announcing the grand 
procession which was to take place. At eleven o’clock, it was 
mustered in St. Aun’s Square, and at twelve it moved off fos 
Ardwick Green, where a feu de joie was fired. The proces- 
sion was led by Major Gen. Sir James Lyon and his staff, and 
closed by a detachment of dragoons. I[t almost wholly con- 
sisted of military, amongst whom we suppose we must reckon 
the Yeomanry Cavalry, who looked any thing but pleased, and 
seemed apprehensive every instant, that their townsmen were 
about to greet them with fresh proofs of the public opinion 
respecting their exploits. We never saw a train of such 
gloomy faces, as the processionaltogether showed, nor surely did 
ever a criminal go to execution amidst a more solemn silence. 
f the day of justice had arrived, and the yeomanry had been 
going to their fate, there could not have been a more gloomy 
melancholy observable among the spectators, indeed we ver 
gatich doubt, im that event whether any sorrow at all would be 
manifested. Nota cheer was heard along the whole line from 
St. Ann’s-Square to Ardwick-Green; not a handkerchief was 
waved from any window, The laurels which appeared in a 
Sew hats served only as marks of distinction. ‘The persons 
who wore them were generally supposed to belong in some 
capaely or other to the Police, and were in consequence 
universally shunned and despised. ‘The concourse of people 
at Ardwick-Green was immense; all the factories and work- 
shops having suspended business during the morning in order 
to swell the multitude. When the feu-de-joie was fired, the 
troops shouted by direction of their officers, and some of the 
daurelled heroes of the procession, joined their feeble voices 
in the acclamations, but the populace at large most disloyally 
remained insensible, and looked on with as much indifierencé 
as if they felt they had no interest in the silly ceremony, God 
save the King was played, the military and Police officers 
made another effort, but still the mass of the people stood like 
“‘ dumb statutes, or like breathless stones.” It is our duty to 
state, that the report is unfounded, that the Yeomanry run 
away at the sound of the artillery; for Astou’s Herald assures 
its 125 readers that “ the Yeomanry did themselves great 
honour by their own steadiness aud that of their horses ;” 
from which it is certain, that on this occasion, at least, they 
were not drunk, nor their horses frightened. We seize tins 
opportunity of doing ‘* honeur’”’ to thew, as it may be the last 
that will ever present itself.” 
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ELECTION FOR CARLISLE 
TO THE EDITOR. 
SiR, 
At the last election Mr. Curwen was returned for 

Carlisle, for which I believe he has sat six or seven and thirty 
vears. He was afterwards returned for Cumberland, and in all 
jrobability he will take his seat for the latter place. ‘The con- 
test for anew member for Carlisle, which has for some time 
past commenced with great activity, involves this question, 
viz. shall Lord Lonsdale return TEN inembers to the House of 
Commons; or, shal! he submit to the hard condition of return- 
ing only NINE members to that honourable house, and the 
statement is as follows :— 

2 by nomination for Haslemere 

2 by do. for Cockermouth 

i by do. for Appleby 

1 by influence — for Carlisle 

1 by do. for Cumberlaad 

2 by do. for Westinorfard. 

His lordship is lord lieutenant of the counties of Cumber- 
land and Westmorland ; and it is supposed that there «s not a 
place, or situation in the appointment of the crown or govern- 
went, from the bishop down to the exciseman, including the 
militias, that is not disposed of at the will and pleasure of his 
lordship. At the same time there is not, 1 am persuaded, it 
any two counties in Engiand, a more general diffusion of ivtel- 
ligence and independence ; because no two counties of similar 
extent, contain so great a number of independent small pro- 
prietors. But the freemen of Carlisle are a small insulatee 
body; and although it contains a far greater portion of spirit 
and independence than could, under the circumstances be an- 
icipated, yet I consider it a very probable case, through the 
great weight of patronage and iafluenee residing in the clergy, 
magistracy, the corporate body, and hosts of Govermnent 
tools, which, on such an occasion, will be brought into active 
exertion against the independent interest, that his lordship will 
succeed in placing his TENTH memberiuthe House +f Commons. 

Should this be the case, however, the advocaies of the system 
wil, no doubt, contend, that it is all as it should be; because 
ours Is a representation of property, and not of persons, says 
Mr. Jacks, the City oracle. But may we not ask Mr. Jacks 
to prove to us the truth of this problem, before he has a right 
to expect us to accord to the truth ef his preposition, namely ; 
That the entire property of Lord Lonsdale is, compared with 
the entire property of the inhabitants of the populous and 
wealthy town and neighbourhood of Manchester, as ten is to 
nothing ? Until Mr. Jacks shall have done this, I for one, shall 


rontinue fo consider Mr, Jacks’s theory, respecting the repre- 
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sentation, as an impudent falsehood ; and that itis any thing 
rather than a representation of property, In any defined and 
rational sense of the term. If property were indeed, upon any 
fair principle, or scale of regulation, the rule, or standard of 
our representation ; the eighth part of a single member of the 
Commons’ House, would not, I suspect, fall to his lordship’s 
share. 

In spite of the speeches of Mr, Canning and Mr. Jacks to 
bolster up this fraudulent system of representation—in spite of 
all that ininisters, and judges, and magistrates of Yeomanry 
Cavalry can say, or do, in its defence ; ft still consider it, as the 
sole root and cause of all the evils that impoverish, afflict, 
degrade, and demoratise our unhappy country, and which ren- 
der it a scene of misery and wretchedness unparalleled in the 
history of nations. Mancus. 


P.S. Let me do justice to our opponents by informing you, 
that some symptoms of grace, have recently shown themselves 
in their condnet. At the commencement of the late election 
for Westmorland, it was given out that Lord Lonsdale did not 
give his sanction to his second son, in putting up for the repre- 
sentation of that county: but the wilful boy, in spite of this per- 
sisted, aud succeeced, no doubt very much against his father’s 
wishes. Sir Philip Musgrave, one of the present candidates 
ior Carlisle, has hitherto been a staunch Lowtherite. On this 
oceasion, however, he comes forward with an entire new suit of 
colors and professions, Purple aud indercndence, having sup- 

vellow and dependence ; and it is 


ple ¢ 
planted the old very suit of 
said, thateven the putssant Earl himself, bas not disdamed to 
putiton. 

“Safe from the bar, the pulpit, and the throne, 

And toue’d, and sham’d, by ridicule alone.” 


an ee 
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HEROISM AY STOCKTON UPON Tuss.--A young yeo- 
manry-cavelry hero of the name or Place, was practising the 
sword exercise in the house of Mir. Hutchinsun the banker— 
pier glass of 59 guineas value ;— 
He had just utiered the words, “Oh if you were a radical, 
how Twould serve you!” When alas! his burning spirit over- 
powered Ins discretion, and his sword struck the glass and 
shivered it into a thousand pieces—what a horrible suicide ! 
thus to kill Aimself /--Vhe poor fellow is in eonsequence sa- 
luted regularly by the children as he walks the streets, “ O if 
you were a radical how [ would serve you !” 


and fienring away before a 


SRT EW ee LS ee Se ee Cw rere EIT 2 ESTES VO SE 25s Se 
TO CORRESPONDENTS, 
B. T. of Portsea in our next. 
The lover of truth. at Oldham. oneht: love it so well, as 
Ver VI i hh, ita 1 idhain, ougzat not to ove i sO 9 na 
to keep it all to himsclf, and to send valy untruth to the Editor. 
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THE BLACKNEB, No. XV. 


‘¢ My Masters of Misrule! I havea crow to pluck with you.” 
Ouv Pray. 


er 


121. There is one thing fatal above all others, that must be 
the consequence of so great a body of troops being kept on 
foot in England, and will be the finishing stroke to all our h- 
berties. As the towns will not be able much longer to contain 
quarters for them, most of those who keep public houses being 
nearly ruined by soldiers billetted on them,---so, ou pretence of 
the necessity of it, barracks will be built for quartering them, 
which will be as so many fortresses (with strong garrisons in 
them) erected in all parts of England ;---which can tend to 
nothing but by degreesto subdue and enslave the kingdom. 
But if ever this scheme should be attempted, it will be incum- 
bent on every Englishman to endeavour to prevent it by all 
methods: and as it would be the last stand that could ever be 
made for our liberties,---rather than suffer it to be put in exe- 
cution, it would be our duty to draw our swords, and never to 
put them up, till our liberties were secured, and the authors 
of our intended slavery brought to condign punislment,--- 
Lord Gage. - Debates in the Commons, 1739. 


roe 


122. Let the ministers of the gospel keep, or be kept, to their 
duty. Let them preach the gospel of peace, and not sound 
the trumpet of war. Let them mind their own business, which 
is the salvation of men’s souls, by teaching and persuading them 
by their doctrine and example, publicly and privately, to deny 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to live righteously, soberly, 
and godly, in this present world; and let them not stretch 
themselves beyond their line, by meddling with the affairs of 
state, and making themselves rather ministers of the govern: 
ment, than ministers of the gospel of Christ—Dr. Benj. 
— A discourse of the office of the Civil Magistrate, &c. 
1720. 


a 


123. If the people are the authors of magistracv, and he 
their creature, then it will follow, that he is erected aud es- 
tablished for the compassing of their good, and that this is the 
end for which he was set up. For since man in his actings is 
supposed to act voluntarily, and the object of his will is some 
xood, either real or apparently so,—it must likewise be sup- 
posed that in the constituting of magistracy, all aimed at some- 


thing that might be an universal good ; for it was never ima- 
Vor. IV, No. 17. 
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ined how ali should conspire for the proenring of auy good, 
:0r a particular man or number of nen, to their own detriment 
or disadvantase, Selél love is not only the dictate of nature, 
but reconmended by our Saviour as the rule and measure of 
such love as we are to bear towards our neighbour.— Hear: 
Stubbe. An Essay in Defence of ihe good old Cause, 1659, 


—— 


~ id ace 





124. Biasphemy is an irre! Hg1OUS, presumptuous, contemp- 
s revilug of God. When thereiore your lordship says, 
Christ be God and 


YOu cdeny bin, tis ‘blag ; phe y,—your 
Lordship confeunds a irrell 


resumptuons, contemptuous 
reviline of God, with @ am isdn mn notion or conception of God, 
whieh has no contempt, no reprowch 1, nO revilng of God, de- 
signed tended in it. There is not a more mischievous 
abuse of words, than to apply a term, which always in its pro- 
pcr sense stanus for a designed presunij stious reviling, to cases 
where no designed re viling i is intended. —To execute, theret ore, 
laws made against real blasphemy, on (and under cover of that 

yvord to draw in as guilty) those who by consequence and 
construction only can be deemed blasphemers, is to snare and 
entrap men; "ts to punish persons for crimes which they never 
though t of and't from their hearts abhor,— and who might with 
equal justice be treated for felons or murderers, as they can be 
for blasphe mers.*#-—- Dy, Subes, Letter lo the Larl of Not- 
tingham, i721. ‘ 

125. Princes cannot reusonably complain of the transgressions 
of their subjects, because it is necessarily their own negligence 
or il examole that debauchi s them; > and if the }? eople of our 
times are infamous for thefts, rebberies, plundering, and such 
like enormitics, tt proceeds from the esxorbitan : and vapacity 
of their governors, Romaena, (before Pope Alexander 6th, 
exterminated the Lords who iad command in Pei narts,) was 


ft 
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* This brief but cogent arcument is humbly submitted ‘to all 
who call thenselves Ciristia: Ss and desire to be led into the way 
of teuth, in the warm hope, thafan examination of its merits may 
correct some niustaken opinio ns in honest minds, and thereby ex- 
tend the dominion of charity 01 hie at spirit without which all our 
doings are noth PY We ypih, Dariy Ciscil plined in the school of Locke, 
Dr. Sy kes be came the friend of Hoadly and of Clarke, (no mean 
eucomium !) and by the side of these iberal divines, maint ined 
during alone life a most active warfare in support of liberty, ety il 
and religious. Hatreil and nvalice aad ali uuch: aritahle ness we es ihe. 
rally dealt out to him by his more orfkedor brethern; bu the 
showers of time have long since washed away thai extraneous pol 
rehenn fromaname, which shines in native purity ameng ‘the 
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the s ene of all kinds of dissoluteness and iniquity, —Every 
day a and every trivial occasion producing notorious murders 
aud rapines ; which was not so much from any depravity of 
nature in the people, as from the corruption of their Princes ; 
who being poor of themselves, yet ambitious to tive in splendor 
and m: eae, were forced on evil courses, and indeed refused 
none thet could supply the:mn.— ‘To pass by others, one of their 
detestable ways was to make laws against such and such 
things, which, after publication, they themselves would be the 
iiist to break, to encourage others to do tie same; nor was 

iny one punished for bis transgression till they saw more In- 
cole in the same prainunire,—then forsooth the laws were 
executed most strict! Ys—-not ont of any true zeal for justice, 
bai of a desire of fingering ihe tines ; from whence it followed, 
that by grievous muicts aud expilations the people being im- 
poverished, were compelled to uve the same violence on those 
less potent then themseives. By this means men were not so 
much corrected, a3 instructed to do di; and ali these evils 
proceeded from the imquity of their Princes.—Nieecle Afa- 
chiavedli, 1515.‘ Diiscmasaine tréns. 109+. 

120, Nothing hath caused more mischief in the Church, 
than the establishing new and many articles of faith, and re- 
quiring all to assenito them. 4 am wiling to believe that 
zeaious inen endeavoured tins with pious intentions, to pro- 
mote that which they ceucetved truth; but by imposing iton the 
disssenters, cased furious wars and bloodshed among Chris- 
tans, brother fighting against brother and murdering each 
oiher, Can there be any thing more eaten than the endea- 
vour to promoie the trath of the gospel, contrary to the laws 
of the gospel? to break an evident commandment in order to 
establish a doubtful trath? doubtful Tsay, to him on whom 
Hiis Imposed, though seeming clear to him that imposes it. If 
i were fully expressed i Scripture re a there would need 
ho new eapression---no Hew article; it be not fuily expressed 
lu Scripture, but deduced from Scripture expressions, then, 
what one man thinks clearly deduced, another may think not 
so,—and not another, ignorant and weak, but as learned and as 
able, What more common in divinity aud philosopliy-schools? 
One cries, ‘this is a clear demonstration 3’ auotier, ‘no such 
water ;’ and fatly dentes it. Men’s understandings ere as 
various as their speech or their countenance ; otherwise it were 
impossible there should be so many int ‘Higent and moderate, 
yea, and conscicutions men also, Papisis, Luther: Caivinisty, 
all in stch opposition to each ‘other *, al believing Seripture, 
vet so dittering in their deductions frora Seasiies Truly 3 
Mok bin very defective in Charity, however be abound ia 
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faith, who thiuks all Papists or Lutherans, or Calvinists, ma. 
liciously or wilfully blind.—D. Ilerbert Croft, Bp. of Here. 
ford. * Naked Truth, 1675. 


127. The disorders that may arise from a rigorous obser. 
vance of the Zetter of penal laws, are not to be compared with 
those produced by the interpretation of them. ‘The first are 
temporary inconveniences w hich will oblige the legislatnre to 
correct the letter of the law, (the want of precision and uncer. 
tainty of which have occasioned these disorders,) and this will 
puta stop to the fatal liberty of explaining, asource of arbi- 
trary and yenal declamations. When a code of laws is once 
fixed, it should be observed in the literal serise, and nothing 
more left to the judge, than to determine, whether an action he 
or be not conformalle to the written law. When the rule of 
right which ouglit to direct the actions of the philosopheras well 
as the ignorant, 1s a matter of controversy, not of fact,—the 
people are slaves to the magistrates. The despotism of this 
multitude of tyrants is more insupportable, the less the distance 
is between the oppressor and the oppressed ;—more fatal than 
that of one,---for the tyranny of may Is not to be shaken off, 
but by fleeing to that of one alone; it is more cruel, as it 
meets with more opposition ;---for the cr-elty of a tyrant is not 
in proportion to his strength, but to the obstacles that oppose 
hin.--- Marquis Beccaria. “ssay on Crimes and Punish- 
ments. 1767 

1°8. It is true, such as would correct errors, and watch 
that no invasion be made on liberty, have been heretofore 
called a faction by the persons in power: but it is not’ pro- 
perly their name, and ought to be given to another sort of 
men. They may rather be termed the faction, who were 
good patriots out of the Court, but are better courtiers in it ; 
and who pretended to fear excess of power while it was not 
communicated to them, but never think the monarchy can be 
high enough advanced when they are in the administration. 
‘The name of faction does more truly belong to them, who, 
though the body politic has all the signs of death upon it, yet 
say all is well; that the riches of the nation are not to be ex- 
hausted ; that there is no mis- government in all its business; 
that it feels no decay; that its economy is perfect ; and who, 
all the while are as arrogant and assuming, as if they had 
saved that very people, whom their folly and mad conduct had 
ina manner ruined.—Dr. Charles D'avenant. Essay on the 


probable Methods of making the People Gainers by the Ba- 
fance cf Trade. YOO, 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 





Fiom the Black Dwarf in London, to the Yellow Bonze at 
Japan. 


——-~—. 


SPLENDID COMMENCEMENT OF THE NEW REIGN. 


MY RESPECTED FRIEND, 

The civilization of Europe is apt occasionally 
co indulge itself ina little Asiatic barbarity:—and the boasted 
-uperiority of these governments consists in little better than 
words. The biwstring and the poisoned chalice are but seldom 
used; but death has more facilities, which are unsparingly used. 
One would imagine that men accused of being traitors to a 
constitution, which is “‘ the envy and admiration of the world,” 
would be objects of public indignation so decidedly, as to ren- 
der their punishment for the treason, an occurrence which 
would be applauded by the public. But the ministers of En- 
gland seem, by their measures, to feel that the public opi- 
nion is against them—and to hold that public in continual 
dread. 

Monarchs should always establish among their subjects, a 
porsonal regard, and induce them to icel a personal affection 
towards the man, as well as a reverential respect for the 
ofice. No sacrifice is too great for this object; which cannot 
be purchased at too dear a price. If gives more of stability to 
the throne ; and tends inore to palliate national disaster and 
distress, than any thing besides. What we love, we neither 
scrutinize closely, nor censure severely, 

The ministry, therefore, in poiat of prudence, and policy, if 
aot in justice towards the reputation of their master, should 
uve reecominended the monarch to have signalized the com- 
mencement of his reign, rather by the pardon than the punish- 
ent of fraitors—more particularly such traitors, as have now 
perished upon the scafold. The nation could have nothing to 
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fear from such agitators; and even if it had, wt would juve 
been better to have made them friends by a remission or cor. 
mutation of the punishment due to their offences. "The crown 
was not in any danger. Nay the person of the monarch was 
not even threatened ; and it would have been very easy to have 
placed them, where the amiab/e and respectable members of 
the cabinet could have had nothing to apprehend from their 
future revenge. Now their execution has probably only har- 
dened their undiscovered associates; and laid the basis for 
future scenes of blood. 

If, however, their lives bad not been spared, there might have 
been a conciliating decency in their execution. The sword of 
justice might have been suffered to fall in its usual way. It 
should have not been hurried with angry agitation in its de- 
scent. The continual exclaimers against the progress of infi- 
delity, and the neglect of religious cuties, ought themselves to 
have set a better example of their sense of devotion, than by 
devoling the sabbath-day, to the erection of the shambies, 
and other preparations for the bloody scene which they were 
about to perform! Scarce had the fatal sentences been pro 
nounced, when a privy counci/, at which the monarch presides, 
is assenibled to dispatch the warrants for theexecution! Read 
the following account, as calmly published iu the public prints, 
and ask thyself, whether thy master would be advised by thee 
to court popularity in this mode? 


It being determined to make an early example of the couspia- 
tors who on Friday last received judgment of death, for the atro- 
cious crimes of which they were found guilty, an intimation was 
given to the Common Serjeant, to make a special report to his 
Majesty’s Council, without delvy, of the proceedings under the 
commission. On Saturday a Privy Council was held at the King's 
Palace, Pali mali, to receive the report in question, at which his 
Majesty and all the Cabinet Ministers were present; the Judges 
who tried the prisoners also attended. The Common Serjeant 
having read over his notes, the Council, after two hours delibera- 
tion, resodved that the execution of Arthur Thistlewood, Jobu 
Thomas Brunt, James Ings, William Davidsun, and Richard Tidé 
spould take place on Monday, and that the remaining six priso- 
ners shouid be respited during his Majesty’s picasure. The death~ 
warralt was prepared without delay, and in the course of the even- 
ing was delivercd to Mr. Sheriff Rothwell. Mr, Brown, the Gr 
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veruor of Newgate, received the warrant at seven o'clock in the 
evening 5 and, accompanied by Mr. Pullen, the under-sherifl to 
Sherif’ Parkins, immediately went to the condemned room, in 
whick were sitting those who were ordered for execution, attended 
hy cight officers. When he entered they rose in the most respectful 
enanner. He held in his hand the Recorder’s warrant, of the con- 
teats of which they appeared conscious. A dead silence prevailed, 
but there was not the slightest agitation observable in the counte- 
nanees or manner of any one of the prisaners. | 


But even this haste had been more pardonable, had the days 
on which the business was transacted, been ordinary days of 
business. But the sabbath inte: venes; and the privy council 
ought to have known, that to fix the execution for Monday | 
was to devote the Sunday to the /aborious preparations, in 
which Aundreds of individuals were constrained to break the 
commandment, which proclaims that no labour shall be per- 
formed on that day, by the orders of a Cabinet Council, at 
which the King himself presided.—Why slept the thunders of 
the Society for the Suppression of Vice, while the mechanics 
under the orders of the Cabinet Counci/, the Lord Mayor, 
the two Sheriffs, insulted 11M who had commanded no labour 
should be done, by the roar of innumerable hammers, and al! 
the noisy bustle of such dreadful preparations. Read again, 
my friend, and see how the day of rest was respected by these 
loudly professing Christians! | 

Mr. Sheriff Rothwel!, and Mr. Under Sheriff Turner, who had 
altended at the office of the Secretary of State on Saturday, to re- 
ceive their instructions, on their return, directed Mr. Montague, 
one of the Surveyors of public buildings in the city, to make the 
necessary arrangemenis for resisting the pressure of the crowd 
which was anticipated, and for enlarging the ordinary scaffold to 
such a size as would admit of the performance of the more awful 
part of the cerewony, that of decapitating the criminals. To effect 
these works, a great number of men were suddenly called into requi- 
sition, and during the whole of Sunday they were actively en- 
gaged. The addition to the scaffold was made in the court- yard, 
in front of the Sessions-house, and the foud strolces of the carpen- 
ters’ hammers soon attracted the attention of the passengers, hun- 
deeds of whom mounted upon the wall to view what was gving 
forward. The confusion created at this spot induced Mr. Monta- 
gue to send to the Lord Mayor for the aid of some coustables, 
and in a short time Mr. Wontner, the City Marshal, arrived at the 
head of several officers—The crowd was immediately removed 


from the wall, aud order was restored. Curiosity was next direct- 
ed to the workmen at the ends ef the various ayenucs leading to the 
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Old Bailey, across which strong posts and rails were crected in suc); 
a manner as to prevent the distant crowd from throwing the whole 
of their weight on those in front. 

Jn the course of the morning Mr. Sheriff Rothwe!land Mr. Under 
Sheriff Turner was dispatched to Whitehall, with a letter to Lord 
Sidmouth, intimating the wish of the Lord Mayor. In consequence 
of this application, in the course of the afternoon one hundred men 
were ordered to proceed to the gaol of Newgate, and a detachment 
of fifty was quartered in Giltspur-street Compter. Other detath- 
ments were on duty at a short distance from the prison. In fact, 
every possible precaution was adopted to prevent disturbance or 
disorder. 

As the evening advanced, the throng in front of the prison in- 
creased, and at cight o’clock the pressure was so great, that it 
required the utimost exertions of the constables o# duty to prevent 
the interruption of the workmen. Thousands, of oll ranks and ages, 
congregated in front ofthe gaol. The scaffold had been brought 
forth from the court-yard, and the carpenters were busily employed 
in erecting the additional platform, which was ten fect square, and 
constructed with great solidity. They continued their operations by 
torch light, which seemed as it were but to make ** darkness vs-ible,” 
and considerably enhanced the solemnity of the scene. 


sien a radical mecting been erectec 
Had a husiings for a radical meeting 1 erected on the 
Sunday, how would ail the courtly hypocrites have lamented 
the decay of piety, the want of respect for ihe holy religion of 
theland! How would the blasphemous and seditious press 
have been abused, for occasioning such degeneracy and pro- 
fanity. But heaven may be eficial/y tasulted with inspunity. 
‘The anxiety for vengeance must not be impeded by the inter- 
vention of the sabbath! Will not this satisfy that part of the 
public which is not anxious to deceive itsclf, that the official 
minions who rail against the infidelity of ihe age, are base hypo- 
criies, despicable liars, and unhoty cheats! Mere “ sounding 
brass, and tinkling cymbals!” Who will not see that offences 
are measured by the degree of the offenders —that innocence in 
poverty is guilt—that ‘robes and furred gowns hide all.” 
Nor can it be pleaded that haste, or ignorance, overlooked the 
day which was thus toeked, and derided; fer we are gravely 
informed that 

Lord Sidmouth, Mr. Hobhouse, and otier eMcial persons con- 
nected with the administration of the affairs of the Home Depart- 
ment, continued af Whitchall the whole of the cay, for the 
purpose of adopting such measures as the preservation of the 
pablic peace might seem to demand. 
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Tiiough hithe doubt remains as to the intentions of the 
parties who have suGered, there is as fittle doubt, that they have 
been prompted t into measures, ond Sup »plied with the means of 
working their own sure rain, by one Edwards, a kind friend of 
the p owers that be. Phe premature explosion of several 
recei rf ay Offs seem t: ’ have pi ‘oO! pte i <b ¢amMe st desire to pre- 
vent t! . from explo se tuo early. Befere trial the accused 
were precluded from ail imtercourse with society, and thus the 
pest means of defeace denied them, which con-isted In an op- 
portunity of detecting the infamy of the wretches produced 
against them. None were allowed ui o see them, but with war- 
rants from the Secretary of State, who thus took upen hinseli 
to place them in sé ad vy continement, before they were tried :— 
and when to keen them in safe custody was all that the law re- 
q ured, or aliowe el, Vhen the proceedi ings of the trial were not 
to be published. By this means public enquiry was defeated ; 
and solitary imprisonment was followed by a species of triad in 
secret. Precladed from every advantage “of preparation, they 
were afterwards told they must confine thietusecees within the 
ordinary course of such proceedings 


ngs, and not having been able 


to procure \ witnesses just at the hour when it is customary fo 


produce them, they were nol allowed to be ex xamined. Phen 
after COnVictic n, 5 hilary confinement agai n takes }' ‘lace. No 
communication 13 len ed with ibe world, which they are about 
toleave. Was it feared that hes mizht state some circum- 
stances relative to Edwards, which his friends in authority 
might not like to hear? Whence this secresv? What its object? 
1 he secrets of auniividuals are generally their faults and follies: 
——and the secrets of covernments ate not much better. Even 
the ordinary course ef proceeding, though it could not be dis- 
pensed with in the fivour, was dispensed w.th against thein. 
They were not indulged with a condemned s sermon, ‘The 
were not taken to the prison chapel, which most others in their 
situation are compelled to attend. Ilear the most admirable 
reason! 
Mr. Brown had judeed ut nrudené not to bring them together to 
auitic worship it the chapel, from an apprehe sion that they night 


disturb the solemn ceremonies of religion by a display of their infi- 
led anwitors. 


This Mister Brown is head gaoler; and his general charac- 
ter is not that of unnecessary severity. But he is a gaoler, and 
seems to have a disposition to obey his masters, as a good 
method of getting further in the world. He! a g aoler! re- 
fused pe rmissicn fo the London grand jury, to visit the rooms 
lit Witch these state prisouers were contined; although it is 
their hie sony to visit and to report the state of the prison. 
fie, a gaefer! also thought proper to refuse a magistrate of 
the city, anil ® Inember of parliament, permission to see the state 
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prisoners! All these precautions were not taken, withoué 
reasous. 


Except the families of the wretched men, no other person wae 
permitted to visit them during the day. ‘This was in consonance 
with the previous order of the Privy Council. Alderman Wood 
requested to have an interview with them, but Mr. Brown was 
constrained lo refuse him that indulgence. 


Does not the privy council look very little, or very suspicious, 
in these transactions. But I must not endeavour to bring that 
most august body into contempt ! 

The precautions taken against the multitude, would have in- 
dicated to a common spectator, that public opinion was against 
the execution, and that a rescue was expected to be attempted. 
Helmets, bayonets, and falchions, gleamed on every side. Di- 
visions of military, horse, foot, and cannon had taken up posi- 
tions, for the purpose of overawing, or defeating any demon- 
stration of the multitude to interfere. Ihe populace were re- 
peatedly driven from their stations, to make way for the civil 
and military force. Ut seemed like au execution of terrific 
chieftains in the very center of their own authority by the man- 
date of their conquerors, ‘The movements were all taken in 
lue military manner. 


At a quarter past five, those who had been for hours clinging to 
the inner rail were obliged reluctantly to abandon the situations 
in which they had proposed to witness tne execution. No excep- 
tions were made, and nene but officers, and those engaged to assist 
in the preparations, were suffered to remata. Compelled to retire 
from the immediate vicinity of the scaffold, they allempted to take 
up a position beyond the first rail, but they were again disap- 
puinted, and the officers still pressed on them till they had retreated 
beyond the secoad bar, which was placed at the very extremity of 
the Old Bailey on a line with Newgate-strect. Anextensive area 
was taken from the ground which the populace on ordinary 
occasions are suffered to occupy. ‘I'he precautions adopted on this 
vecasion, greatly surpassed those resurted to on that of Bellingham’s 
execution. 

At twenty minutes before six, a party of the Foot Guards (sixty. 
one in number) came out of the prison by the felons’ door; they 
passed down Brown’s-yard, opposite Newgate, where they were 
ordered to remain till their services should be required At the 
same time a detachment moved down Newgate street towards the 
City, to secure the peace of the metropolis, should it be ia any 
manner threatened. | 

Care was taken to sustain the barriers by placing strong posts 
against them. In the direction of Smithfield no fewer than six 
vars had been erected. The last which crossed the road just 
beyond the farthest extremity of Giltspur-street Compter, was 
enclosed by a row of carts, and other vehicles drawn up for the 
accommodation of spectators. ] 

Four boards to elevate placards on were bronght within the rau 
which enclosed the gallows. Large bills were immediately narled 
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iv them containing the following words;— The riot act has been 
read, disperse immediately.” 


A party of the Horse Guards were stationed towards the lower 
end of the Old Bailey, and a small detachment appeared at the end 
next St. Sepulehre’s church. 

Brunt, one of the prisoners was so struck with this military 
parade, that he exclaimed— What! soldiers! What do they 
here? [I see nothing but a military government will do fer 
this country, unless there are a good many such as we here!” 

The wish to keep all snug was carried even to a refusal to 
let Davidson, one of the prisoners, have a clergyman of his 
own chusing. ‘The refusal was however made in the mildest of 
all possible manners ; and the respectable press has described, 
in a manner, equally mild. The rests were all confirmed 
Deists ; and the ordinary im attendlauce could make no impres- 
sion upon their understandings, or their fears. 


Davidson had hitherto preserved the same obdurate tenets as his 
associates; but during Sunday, a manifest change took place in 
his manner, and he totally abandoned the wish to receive spiritual 
comfort from a Wesleyan Minister, for whose assistance he had ap- 
plied in the morning. ‘This person’s name is Rennett, who it 
seems, had been a journeyman tailor, and had sometimes preached 
among the Wesleyans, and as Davidson had some slight knowledge 
of him, he expressed a wish for his company. 4s this man, how- 
ever, was in a situation in life not well udapted to reveal the holy 
fenels of salvation to ua dying man, it was thought more prudent that 
Davidson should if he wished, have a regular Clergyman of any per- 
suasion he might think jit. On hearing this proposition again re- 
peated to hin, the rays of Christianity burst, as it were, through 
his dungeon’s gloom, and he itmmediately requested the spiritual 
consolation of the Rev. Mr. Cotton. That gentleman visited him 


immediately ; and, as we have stated before; went to him in the 
nirht. 
n 


The sophistry of this statement is palpable enough. He 
might have whom he pleased; but could not have whom he 
chose. It is no longer Aumble individuals who are capable of 
revealing the holy tenets of salvation! The fishermen and /a- 
bouring aposties are now too lowly for example! too mean fer 
imitation! So much for the modern humility of the followers 
of Christ. 

It seems to have been apprehended, notwithstanding the 
civil and military force employed, that the prisoners would 
escape. In the dread of this, the following paragraph informs 
is that they were not permitted to breakfast together, lest 
they should arrange and mature addresses (o the populace ! 


At six o'clock, breakfast was ordered for the wretched men, 
and all burt Davidson, expressed a desire that they might he allowed 
fe breakfast logether, It was known, however, that they wished 
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to arrapge and mature what cach should say upon the scaffold, 
and therefore Mr. brown most pi rud: aly re 


fraiged from complyine 
with this request. v7 OE 


In what is this better than secret execution ! Why should 
not the men be permitted to take leave of the world, iny friend ? 
Why should they not be permitted to say farewel to their ac- 
quaintances, before they commenced the last interminable 
journey? © What a prudent man is Mi. Brown! Yet in this 
instance his prudence was unnecessary. ‘The men migit have 
been permitted to speak, - the populace was kept at too 
great a distance to near! . semblance of justice might here 
have been safely allowed on 


Mr. Brown's prudence, however, wasjat least equalled by the 
prude nce of Mr, Sherif Rothwell, a very pious gentleman, 
who was principal officer on the occasion, Mr. Sherif Parkins 
hot being the confident of the sabbath-breaking council, Mir. 
Brown, a gaoler, could not in decency refuse Mr. Alderman 
Wood, a magistrate and a member of parliament, permission to 

speak to the prisoners, when they were taken out of their cells. 
Rut from the follow ing desern ntion of the proceedings, it will 
be seen that Mr. Sheri! Rothwel? 5s prudence Was exerted to 
prevent any wide exposure of the circumstances which were 
about to terminate so fatally. 

Mr. Alderman Wood, on first coming into Mr. Brown's ofice, on 
his arrival, expressed considerable indignation at his not being suf- 
fercd to commune with the convicts when he called at Newgate 
yesterday, stating thatthe gao! was no longer under the direction 
of the cily, but under that of Lord Sidmouth. Orders had been 
most prope iy issued from the Secretary of State's office, to suffer 
no one to see these convicts, unless | by a properly authenticated 
order; and with this prudential and very necessary prec .ution, the 
worthy Alderman was much displeased. Thistlewood had scarcely 
advanced to the block to have the shackles which bound his legs 
struck off, when he was éddressed by Mr. Alderman Woor d, who 
thought fig, at this awful moment, ¢o step the last ofices of justice, 
and to ask him ** when he first hecan re acquainted with Edwards 2” 
Mr. Sheritt Rothwell, in a mil! and complacent tone, expressed his 
surprise that aman like the worthy Alderman should thus inter- 
rupt the awful preeeedings that were then goingon. Mr. 
Alderman Wood still persisted in his endeavour to interrogate 
Thislewood, and produced a writicn paper, on which, he 

said, were three questions which he otal to pat to him. He 
had come to the gaol to do so yesterday, but he had been ime 
properly prevented from seeing the prisoners, which he contended 
he had a right to do; and he now persisted in his interrogatories to 
Thistlewood, alleging the propricty and rectitude of his conduct. 
Mr. Sheriff Rothwell again interposed, and urged that it was 
highly improper and exceedingly indecorous that the mind of the 
unfortunate man, when he was standing ou the brink of eternity, 
should be disturbed by questions respec sting worldly affairs. Thi 
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unhappy man was in fuct dead in law, and this attempt to extract 
from him any particular declarations, was highly improper, and 
could be dictated only by an improper design. Mr. Alderman 
Wood again asserted his right to interrogate the prisoner, and Mr. 
Sheriff Parkins, in pursuance of his inclination to oppose every 
measure of his colleague, backed the Alderman and seconded the 
alledged right. Mr. Alderman Wood then proeceded with his inter- 
rovatories, in which, however, le was iaterupted by Mr. Sheriff 
Rothwell, who continued to remind him of the extreme impro- 
priety of such conluct. The Alderman proceeded, ho wevet, and 
again asked ‘Thistiewood when he first become acquainted with 
Edwards. Thistlewood replied that he first saw him in the early 
part of June last. Mr. Alderman Wood then asked him where he 
first became acquainted with him. Thistlewood replied in an in- 
distinct tone. and in rather an agitated manner, ** At Preston’s.’’ 
He was at first understood to mean the town of Preston, in 
Lancashire, hut, o1 bene asked to explain, he said ** No, not 
Preston, in Lancashire; Preston’s the shoemaker.” 

Mr. Alderman Wood then asked his third question, which was, 
whether Rdwards bad supplied him with money ? 

Thistlewood auswered, ‘¢ a little money; a one pound note at a 
time.” 

This was the sum and substance of all that passed, and the 
Alderman desisied from further questions, after Mr. Sheriff Roth- 
well had expressed us determination to stop so unproper an tnter- 
ruption. 


It would certainly have been a shocking thing, for Mr. She- 
riff Rothwell to bave permitted the prisoners to have proved 
that Rdwards had stimulated them, when it might be proved 
elsewhere, who kad stimulated Ediwards. Ut was much more 
priadent to keep all guict ' Lean hardly proceed to the termi- 
nation of this business. The horrid nature of the proceedings, 
after the parties were strangled in due form of law, is too hor- 
rible for my pen to relate. Instances enough of useless barba- 
rity ocear in the East; but J have never read a more horrible 
aud disyusting detail than is given in the annexed statement of 
the maugliny ef the dead bodies of these unfortunate men. 
Prepare thyself for a deed of biood, and enter upon the pe. 
rusal. 

Exactly halfan hour after they had been turned off, the order 
was given to cut the bodies down. The executioner immediately 
ascended the scaffold, and drew the legs of the sufferers up and 
placed the dead men, who were still suspended, in a sitting posi- 
tion, with their feet towards Ludgate-hill. This being done, the 
platform was again put up as before, and the culprits were brought 
up. He proceeded to cut Thistlewood down; and with the aid of 
an assistant, lifted the body into the first coffiv, laying it en the 
hack, and placing the head over the end of the coffin so as to 
bring the neck on the edge of the hlock. The rope was then drawn 
from the neck andthe cap was removed from the face. The last 
fenyulsions of the traitur had thrown a purple hue over his 
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countenance, which gave it a ghastly and appalling Appearance. 
but no violentdistortion of feature had taken place. An axe cm 
placed on the seaffold, but this was not used. When the rope had 
been removed, and the coat and waistcoat forced down, so as Pea 
leave the neck exposed, a person wearing a black mask, which ex- 
tended to his mouth, over which a coloured bandkerchief was tied 

and his head was slouched down so as to conceal part of the mask, 
dressed in a blue jacket and trowsers, mountec the scaffold with ‘ 
large knife in his hand, similar to what is used by surveong in 
amputations, and advancing to the coffin, proceeded to sever the 
head from the body. When the crowd perceived the knife applied 
to the throat of Tutstlewood, they raised a shout, in which exelq. 
mations of horror and of reproach were mingled. The tumult 
seemed to disconcert the person in the roask for a moment, but 
upon the whole, he performed the opezation with dexterity, and 
havine handed the head to the assistant eaecutioner, who waited 
io receive it, he immediately retired, pursued by the hootings ef 
the mob. The assistant cxecutioner immediately exhibited the 
head from the side of the scaffold nearest Newgate-street. A per- 
gon of the name of Shark attended on the sealio!d, and dictated to 
the executioner what he was to say, ead he exelaimed with a loud 
voice—* This is the head.of Arthur 'Phistiewood—a traitor!” A 
thrilling sensation was produced on the spectators, by the display of 
this ghastly object, andthe hisses and hoolings of a part of the 
mob were vechemenily renewed, 

The same ceremony was repeated in front of the seaffold, and 
on the side nearest Ludegate-strect. The tead was then placed at 
the foot of the coffin, while the body, berore Hfted up to bring 
the neck on the block, was forced lower down, and, tits done, the 
head was again taken out and put in its proper piace, at the upper 
end of the coffin, which was left open. 

The block was then moved by the hangman, aad placed at the 
head of the second coffin. The expand rope were removed from 
the face and neck of Tidd. ‘The said livid hue which overspread 
the countenance of Thistlewood, was perceptible. The coat and 
waistcoat being pulled down, the maskcd executioner again came 
forward. tle was received with creans and cries of *€ Shoot that 
murderer’ — Bring out Rdward,” Xe. Ue seeme:! less disconcert- 
éd than at first, and performed the operation with great expeditions 
and having handed the head to the person sho hed before received 
that of Thistlewood, he retired. ‘The assistant executioner then 
advaneed to the side of the seaffold from whieh the former head 
Was first exhibited, exclaiming, * This is the head cf Richard 
Tidd, ths traitor”? ‘The same words were also repeated from the 
other two sides of the scaffold, and the head was then deposited 
with the body in the second cofits. 

The block was nowremoved to the third coffin, and the body of 
Ings being cutdown, was placed in it with the face upwards. The 
person in the mask again came forward, severed the head from the 
body, and retired amidst the hootings of the crowd, The assistant 
executioner proceeded to exhibit the head from the inree sides O% 
the scaffold, exclaiming “This is the head of James Ings, the 
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The block being removed to the fourth cofin, the body of 
Davidson was taken down from the gallows, the noose taken from 
about the neck, and the cap removed from the face. His face re- 
mained in death, exactly what it had been while he lived. The 
mouth was a little open, but no expression of agony Or change of 
colour could be remarked. The body was placed in the fourth 
coflin, and the man in the mask having performed his part, the 
head was exhibited asthe others had been, with the exelamation, 
‘this is the head of William Davidson, the traitor.”’ Little or no 
blood had-fallen from the other heads, but from this it fell pro- 
fusely. ‘fhe hisses and groans of the crowd were repeated on this 
occasion, while the head was deposited in the coffin, which con- 
tained the sufferer’s body. 

The executioner and his assistant now proceeded to cut down 
the last of the sufferers—Brunt. The block was placed at the head 
ofthe fifth coffin. The blood which had stained the block was 
wiped off with the saw-dust, and the repe being cut, they attempted 
to litt the body tothe place where the last part of the sentence was 
to he executed, when it was found that in patting up the platform, 
partef his clothing had been ehut in with it, and it held him so 
tight that a considerabie efiort was necessary to disengage the re. 
mains of the wretched culprit. He was placed in the fifth coffin, 
His miserable and cadaverous countenance presented but a ghastly 
spectacle while he wasalives but deat, 4s aspect was litte less than 
terrific, and the dark hair which gverhuny his forehead came in 
frichtful contrast with tee purple hue produced by the agonies of 
death, The masked exceationer, while performing his duty, hap. 
pened to let the head fall from his hands on the saw- dust. The 
hewlings and groans of the spectiters were again heard at that 
Moment, and amidst these the operator vetized, having first handed 
the discoloured ** trunkless bali,” to the assistant executioner, who 
advancing asin eceh of the other cases, first to the side of the 
scaffold nearest to Gillspar-street, then to the front, and lastly to 
the side looking towards ihe felons’ door, proclaimed aloud ** This 
is the head of Johu Thomas Brant, the traitor.’ His head was 
then placed in the cofiiu, and thas terminated the awful business of 
this memorable day. 

The person who wore the mask, and who performed the decol- 
lations, is the same person who beheaded Despard and his asso- 
cites. In performing this dreadful duty, the edge of the first 
knife was tarred by the vertebrae of Thistiewood, and two 
others became necessary to enable him to finish his, heart-appalling 

ask. 


The wretch who lent himself for some paltry hire is an 
object to me of superlative diseust. I would infinitely rather 
have Med the death of the prisoners, than I would have been 
‘lus wretch, A common executioner, who raises the axe, and 
severs the head from the body in his vocation may be a man, 
Custom may have blunted his feelings withaut destroying them. 
bout the se ientiyie butcher, the connoisseur in bleod, who could 
pny the part of this masked ruifian, bas reached a degree of in- 
milevence to every feeling of which I did not believe humanity 
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was capable. Welt might he mask himself. If his features were 
as bell as his heart, his visage would have petrified the specta- 
tors with more horror than his deeds; and instead of assailine 
him with cries of MURDER! they would have fled in horyible 
allright from his appearance. Does that being enfold in those 
blood-stained arms, a female form, and call her wife? Do the 
fingers that curiously felt for the spot where the most effectual 
incision could be made with the sharpened knife, ever touch a 
human form, and call it child / | have heard it was a respectable 
man! oue of honourable connexions/ Will they again endure 
his presence!—aud touch his hands!—I would uot for the 
worth of as {many worlds, as there were drops of Llood gushed 
from the throats of his insensible vietuns. 

The fate of these men will not, cannot have, a tendency to 
render the system more secure. They have held out a terrible 
lesson of the contempt of death ; aud when the fear of death 
ceases to have anyinfluence upon the multitude, their rulers 
must beware how they conduct themselves, [ am satistied that 
it had been more politic to remove these individuals than to 
destroy them. What was intended to intimicate them, they 
derided. ‘Their conduct has been set down as asertbable to a 
want of feeling; but this seems an erroneous supposition ; as 
they all evinced a very proper feeling for their wives and 
children. Here they were al! vulnerable to sorrow, though 
they did not suffer their grief to unman them ! Thou wilt, low- 
ever, conceive a much more correct idea of them from the sen- 
fiments they delivered after conviction, when hope had left them, 
and falsehood orevasion had been alike useless. Let them 
descend to the grave as they really were. “ Let nothing be ex- 
tenuated nor set down aught in malice.” 

Thistlewood was first asked, what he had to say, to show 
why judgment should not be passed upon lim, and replied— 

This was buta mockery, if he had the elocuence of a Cicero, he 
was conscious that it would avail him nothing against the vengeance 
of Lords Sidmouth and Castlereagh. He would, however, offer a 
few observations ; not that he expected any thing from the justice 
or pity of the court—their pity he did not want—justice was all he 
required ; but be wished to protest, and he now did protest, against 
the whole of their proceedings on these trials, as unjust and partial. 
Their conduct had been guided by ambition, and he could not ex- 
pect fairness from them. He had found the judges, who used to 
be rather the counsel for the prisoners, not only now against them, 
but their most implacable enemies; and, in one case, ihe jury had 
got a reprimand fur—(we could not catch this part of the sentence 
distinctly, but we believe it was—for appearing disposed towards 
the prisoners.) He had undergone the eliquette of a trial, but he 
had becn denied justice. He would much rather be murdered at 
once than have this form, He bad been denied a request which 
he made to have witnesses called into court, respecting some of the 
witnesses against him; but this was inhumaoly refused. He looked; 
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therefore, upon himself as a murdered man, He had, perhaps, 
put a few hours to live—a short time, and he would be no more 
—but the night winds which should blow over his cold remains, 
when he should be free from further harm, would waft to the 
pillows of those who tried and prosecuted him feelings of anguish 
and remorse. He cared not for his life; but his memory would 
live, and he wished to preserve it from that obloquy which he 
knew his enemies would be anxious to heap on it. He would 
therefore give a short sketch of his life recently--and say 
something of the present case. He again repeated, that his trial 
was but a mockery 3 and he challenged any of his judges to say 
that be was not foully murdered. The evidence which he had 
offered, after his counsel had concluded, was rejected. He could 
have shown, by that evidence, that one of the principal witnesses 
against hiin was infamous, aud unworthy of credit on his oath 3 
but this was not allowed, and he had been sacrificed to forms. 
With respect to his intentions Lowards Lord Sidmonth and others, 
he had no personal hatred to him, notwithstanding the manner 
in which he (Lord Sidmouth) had plundered him. But he looked 
upon him and others as having caused the murder of thousands. 
He aluded to the massacre at Manchester, where fellaw-creatures 
were butchered withoué mercy—where cven the innocent babe at the 
treast did not save the wretched invther from destruction. It was 
the recollection of these circumstances which had fired his mind. 
He had the prosperity of his countrymen at heart, and he wished 
to rescue his country from such oppressors, and he intended that 
their blood (the Ministers) should be a sort of requiem to the 
souls of those who were innocently murdered. He was in this 
mood when he first met with Edwards. When he first knew 
him, he (Edwards) lived in Picket-street, without a bed to he on, 
er aublanket to cover him. After this, he teld him (Thistleweod) 
that he was a relative to a German Baron, whose property he 
clamed, and that Lord Castlereagh had assisted bin in supporting 
his claim. When he suceeeded he used to dress out m all the 
foily of the newest fashion. This man finding his (Thistlewood’s) 
mind strong on the sufferings of his country, advised him to various 
plans of destroying the minisiers and others. He first proposed 
to him ¢o biow up the House of Commons, but he (Thistlewood) 
retused, being unwilling to punish the innocent with the guilty. 
lle afterwards suggested that the fete given by the Spanish 
Ambassador would be a good opportunity of destroying the 
inisters; Dul he could not cousent to this, ashe kuew there 
were lidies to be there. The same feeling was not evinced at 
Manchester, were women and children were massacred by troops, 
scton by the agents of government. ‘This Edwards, though fre- 
quently cumplaining of poverty, yet had money to puichase 
those arms and ammunition which were seen on the tables which 
he had paid for. He bad made hand grenades, and often advised 
him to throw them into the carriages of the ministers in the 
streets. Why, he now asked, was not this mau produced? Wh 

was he not called upon to give evidence? He aitributed no pure 
motives to the law officers for not having called him; for if he 
had been called, he would have shown what the nature of the case 
‘was. He next procceded to speak of the motives which had 
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actuated himself and others; and said, that the immorality 
assasenation bad been talked of That might be true in some CASES, 
but Brutus and Cassius were extolled to the skics for the m: irder 
of one tyrant ; and in eee the prisoner was interrupted hy “ 
The Lord Chief Justice Abbott, who said,—Prisoner, as lone As 
your observations have been directed agaist us, we heard ou 
without interruption; but we cannot allow a person even in vour 
situ: ation to altempt to justify assassination. ; 
Thistlewood resumed.—He said he had enly a few words more, 
aud then he would conclude. He then restimed his remarks on his 
mnajesty’s ministers, and maintained thai, where men set themselves 
above the laws, insurrection was a duty. [Ife Was again inter. 
rupted by the Court.] He went on, anid again ct saplained of 
what he called Uhe unfairness of his trial. His object ws to frea 
his country, which, he regretted, was stil a land of despots. In 
conclusion, he deelared his miangied body would, he knew, soon 
be consigned to its native soil : out he was sorry that it should be 
asoil for slaves, cowards, and dcgpots. Tie wor uld consider himself 
as murdered, if execuled on the verdict eiven against him. THe 
did vot seek pity, but he demanded jusitee. He had not hada 


fair trial, aud protested against judziment being passed upon him, 


of 


rant 


Thistlewood ses liave asked, the Lord Cintef Aide whie- 
ther Br a TUS Were “7 assassin. je would have beeu I: Qppy 
to have had his ential 1 s opinion on this point. 


Davidsen being asked, ma similar manner, what | he had to say, 
bee: in fisa dress be: protesting i toto a; rainst U 1 MauKer in which 
he had been teied. Tn the first place, in a court of jastice the 
balance should be fair y held between all parties; bat it had 
rot been so held with respect to him. Tie was aot allowed to 
contradict the evidence for the Crown produced against him, 
until it had madea maniies bimpr ression on Lhe minds of the Ju ry. 
He had then made the best defence he was able; but the Attorney 
General, like a sweeping flood, bore ali down before him. The 
eliect had ‘te that he was now convicicd. Even one of the 
Judges had told the Jury to convict him. He did not value 
his life. If he had fifty lives, he would give them, if they were 


’ 
i 
q ’ 
a) 
ax i 


« 
a 


om oD 


require’ ; but he wished fo have a fair trial, He had - en be- 
fore the — before; he had heard what was going fo: ward, 
and, from his colour, he could not be silent on occasions wiere 


no 

his corntry suffered so much. Ue positively denied ever haviag 
had a sword or pistol of his own. He prote sted that he kuew 
nothing of any intention to depese the Rin 1S or assassinate Uie 
Ministers. Te could die but ones, and he did not fear death: 
his only grief was the large famniy he should leave yen him 5 
when he thoueht of — unmauncd him; he would —— say 
no more. Ie then withdrew from the front of the bar, and 


leaned at. the side in behind Thistiewood. 


James Ines was next eailed on, THe said that he had but little 
to offer, not being much used to apea! king, Tle asked where was 
Edwards? why was he not here also? bat for his (ings) haviias 
been nnusuecessful in business, and having met with Edwards, he 
should uothave to stand at the bir. It was Edwards ¥ Loteourht 
him to this business, and he would net object to dying if Kdwwards, 
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who had seduced him, died with him. When Ministers conspired 
to pass laws to starve him and his fellow-countrymen, he thought 
them guilty of the greatest crime, and he looked upon “assassination 
as better than starvation. He had heard of the Manchester busi- 
ness, and of the cavalry having got their swords sharpened to 
attack the people. Ue did not see there was any harm in having a 
sword sharpenet, untess it was used. He had never used the sword 
which he had got sharpened but at Manchester they cut at 
women and children. Le would rather die like a maa than live 
jike asiave. He would say no more. 

John Thomas Brunt was aext called upon. He said, he had in- 
tended to have wrilfen the obse rvaiions which he should make, 
but he had not had the benesi‘s of ink and paper. We would repeat 

what he had before stated tothe Jury on bia trial, avd which had 
been knocked dowa by the Solicitor General, whose sophisticated 
eloquence could make even virtueacrime, The Solicitor-General 
had praise d the p rity of Adams and others, but he could have 
shown what were their characters. He next adverted to Edwards, 
by whom he said he bad yes betrayed, Edwards had laid traps 
for him lone before the present occasion, but he had avoided 
them till now. He onee had proposed to him to attack the Minis- 
tere ata dinner at the Earlof Westmoreland’s but he refused to 
have any thing to do with him; and at other times Edwards en- 
deavoured to entrap him and others. He (Brunt) cared not for his 
life, he valued it as fittle ag any man on the terrestial giobe, when 
in liberty’s cause; but he wished for a fair trial, He wished to 
he just tly convicied if he was guilty, but he had net had a fair 
trial. That sword of F Justice, and those tablets (pointing to the 
sword which isusualiy placed over Po Lord Mayor's chur on the 
Beneh, and to saeevintian is Of texts frem Scripture against false 
swearing), these were nothing but a mockery, it justice were de- 
nied to him. ‘The whole of what Adams said of him (Srunt) was 
false. He did not go to hin; he had not visited him in prison; 
if he had, it was probable the it he (Adams) would have got out by 
some story of him. It was! Snes who ha d given hima pistol, 
aud he once said to another | person, that if he (Fdwards) had a 
hundred such men, he wou d do more with them than Lord Wel. 
ington with a hundred thousand. He said this, because he knew, 
that if he (Brant) had promised to killatyrant, he would have 
kept his word, or perished in the atte: mp a Wi hen an offer was 
made to him, before the Privy Council, he refused to heeome a 
Villain. He had never conspire’! to cane his M 


‘ bis a a] ie stv, or 
lolevy war against him, ashe had been charged: but if res isting 


the civil DOWCT Was treason, then he ee nfessed | he was hat 3! ity. One 
Of theo vurors, Mir. Goodchiid, had asked whether an armament 
and a resistance to the eivil power was treason, and he was an- 
swered, Yes; but he (Brunt) denied that was law: if it was, it 
Was only in his ease. He was no traitor to his country—he was 
no traitor to his King, but a loyal and dutiful subject, who had 
neve ¢ suffered his Soverein to be abused when tr was present: 
but he was an enen vy to a boro: i@hmonzering faction, which 
equally enslaved both the King and the people, When he could 
earn Si. or Al. per week, he never meddled with politics ; but 
when those Carmine; were reduced to i4s., he bez: 1b to inquire 
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the cause. THe thought nothing too bad for men who had caused 
the dreadful outrage at Manchester. He would die a martyr ig 
liberty’s cause, for the good of his country—but he was no traitor 
and none but a traitor and a villain could accuse him of : 
one. Let them brand him with other crimes, if they thousht 
proper; and lect them say he hated Lord Castlereagh, and Lord 
Sidmouth, if they wished, and that he would have attacked them; 
but let it not be said that he was a traitor. In joining in the con. 
spiracy, he had no private enmity or revenge to gratify against 
eny ian; but he thought it for the public good, and would have 
gone through with it. He would? have risked his life, and the 
Court would not then have had him before tt. If it had falley 
to his lot to kill Lord Castlereagh or Lord Sidmouth, he would 
have done it, and would have resisted the police-oflicers to the 
utmost of his power; but he would not have resisted the soldiers, 
because they had sworn allegiance to their Sovereign; but, for 
the others, he would have opposed them whilst his arm had nerve; 
but all that would not amcunt to high treason. He then pro- 
cecded to comment on the evidence of the witness Manument 
aud his brother, who, he said, were twice a week comparing their 
evidence at the Tower. Monument had told him that Lord Side 
mouth had promised to be a friend to him (Monument), and had 
sent a pound-note to his mother. In conclusion he said, ** Lam 
going out of the world soon; but 1 do not wish to leave it with 
the imputation of high treason. I was mcensed at the conduct] 
saw pursued, and | blame the circular of Lord Sidmouth as the 
cause of a great deal of what alterwards happened. If a maa 
murders ny brother, | would murder him; for what does the 
Seriplure say ?—‘ An eye for an eye, and a tooth fora tooth.’ I 
say again, you may try me, and murder me, if you will; you mag 
hang and draw me, and quarter me; but let me hove juslice, 
that's al}.’’ 

Richard Tidd said, he had been convicted so late Jast night, 
that he had had no time to prepare a written address, as he could 
have wished. He denied that ihe evidence against him was trae, 
with the exception of that of the gentlemaa he saw on the bench. 
(Lieutenant Fitzclarence); and, as for shooting him, why, he 
sould as soon have thought of shooting his own father. 


being 


“This long letter will weary thee; but its contents are too 
important to have been abridged. They form a melancholy 
picture of what this couptry is—and no very favourable sketch 
of what it will be. May Japan encrease in prosperity and wis- 
dom, as fast as Great Britain is decreasing in beth ; and one 
quarter of the world may atone for the evils of the other. 


Thy friend and well-wisher, 


THE BLACK DWARF. 
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